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The MCRC Construction Map is back!
This map outlining the work to be done in 2017 can be found on our website at:
http://www.mcrc-mi.org/constructionprojects.html

By simply clicking on the “2017 Construction Project Map” link, you can see planned work
locations displayed using colored lines. If you select a project on the map by clicking on the
colored line, a window will be displayed with information about the work being done and
estimated start and completion dates. The MCRC uses a Google Fusion Table to create and
update the information. This method is quicker and can be updated more frequently with less
staff time.
The map provides information for planned primary
and local road projects, but
does not include other work
the MCRC is in engaged in
such as crack filling, cold
patching, mowing, grading
gravel roads, dust control,
sign maintenance, and culvert
maintenance.
As always your suggestions and comments are welcome and can be sent to
mcrc@mcrc-mi.org.

SUMMER HOURS
The Monroe County Road Commission will commence the
summer hours of 6:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Thursday on May 22, 2017. Offices will be closed on Friday.

MCRC CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
The Monroe County Road Commission
will be closed Monday, May 29, 2017 to observe
the Memorial Day Holiday.
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ROAD FUNDING IN 2017 —
Trying to Play Catch Up
In November of 2015, the Michigan Legislature passed a $1.2 billion road funding package to fix Michigan’s
crumbling roads and bridges over the next six (6) years. Prior to the passage of this funding package, nearly
two decades had passed with no increase to the state funding levels. Though road agencies didn’t see
increased funding for roads until 2017, passing the bill in 2015 allowed the local planning process to begin.
The road funding package calls for $600 million in additional gas tax and vehicle registration fees annually by
2018, and then a gradual increase of up to an additional $600 million from the state General Fund beginning in
2019.
While the new revenue is much needed, the amount falls short of the Monroe County Road Commission’s
(MCRC) funding needs to bring the county’s road system back into good condition. During the years when funding was insufficient and the cost of materials escalated, many roads, bridges and culverts fell into a state of
disrepair.
The additional revenue generated from the new funding package goes into the Michigan Transportation Fund
(MTF) which is the MCRC’s primary revenue source. MTF revenues are distributed to MDOT, county Road
Commissions and municipalities based on a formula that is based on miles of public roads and population
size. While the increased funding will help, it not nearly sufficient enough to bring all county roads into good
condition, much less address the county’s deteriorating bridges and culverts. For example, the average cost to
pulverize or mill and repave a road in poor condition is approximately $200,000 per mile.
In 2017, the MCRC is looking to address road improvements in a cost-effective manner by using preventative
maintenance treatments that extend the service life of roads in “good” condition. The MCRC is steadily working
toward improving the county’s primary road system with the increased funding, but the work is far from over.

MCRC Receives Honors at Bedford Trade Fair
The Monroe County Road Commission took FIRST PLACE for the best overall booth at the 34th
Annual Bedford Trade Fair held March 11-12, 2017 located in the Bedford High School Gym.
The MCRC Board and staff worked hard to put together information that would help educate the
public on road issues and concerns. Representing the MCRC was Board Members and staff to improve public exposure and transparency on how the Road Commission operates. The MCRC has been
participating in the Bedford Trade Fair and Monroe County Fair since 2011.

ADOPT A ROAD/HIGHWAY
PROGRAM
Adopt-A-Highway is a Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT)
program designed to help keep the state's
highway roadsides clean and attractive.
Adopt-A-Road is a similar program that
keeps the county’s primary roads clean and appealing.
Participants adopt both sides of a section of a highway or
roadside to clean up for at least a two-year period. A minimum
two-mile stretch of roadway is recommended. This program
has been in existence since 1990 and local groups across the
state have collected over a million bags of trash.
Has your group or organization wanted to do a
service for the community that doesn’t cost you anything, but
time? Did you know that Monroe County has its own “AdoptA-Road” program that is managed by the Monroe County
Road Commission (MCRC)?
The MCRC asks participating groups for three (3)
appointed times per year to clean up a road side designated to
their organization. To help you do that, we provide you with a
safety video to be viewed each year, the safety vests, bags
and removal of the bags. After each pick-up, you will need to
send us information detailing how many bags that you picked
up, how long it took, and how many people were involved. In
recognition of your service, the MCRC will provide signs with
the organization/group name at each end of your designated
route.
It’s that time again and we are getting
ready for the 2017 program. Our 2016
program was very successful and we
hope the success will continue again this
year. Go to the MCRC website at
www.mcrc-mi.org to find out more information. Then call the Adopt-A-Road
Coordinator @ the MCRC [734-240-5102] to get a list of available primary roads in your area. If you are interested in participating in the upcoming year, you can pick up an application or
go to our website and complete the application and return to
the Road Commission.

Pick up dates for 2017 are as follows:
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY:
April 15-23, 2017, July 15-23, 2017
& Sept. 23-Oct. 1, 2017
ADOPT-A-ROAD:
April 21-23, 2017, July 21-23, 2017
& Sept. 30 - Oct. 2, 2017
We hope to include your group in the Monroe County Road
Commission's Adopt-A-Road Program.

WALK BIKE DRIVE SAFE CAMPAIGN
Pedestrians and bicyclists are much
more likely to suffer an injury or fatality
in a traffic crash then drivers. In fact,
pedestrian and bicycle crashes make
up approximately one percent of all
traffic crashes, they account for 30 percent of all traffic
fatalities in Southeast Michigan.
With the increased interest in walking
and biking across the region, it is everyone’s responsibility to keep our streets
safe for all users, especially those most
vunerable. To learn more, go to:
http://www.semcog.org/WalkBikeDriveSafe
Walk Safe
Always...
Look left-right-left before crossing a street and watch for turning vehicles.


 Cross streets at marked crosswalks or intersections.
 Obey all traffic signals. Only enter the street during the “WALK” symbol when
crossing at a signal.
 Walk on the sidewalk; if there is no sidewalk, walk facing traffic and as far to the
left as possible.
 Yield the right-of-way to motorists and bicyclists when crossing outside of a
marked crosswalk.
 Give ample time for a vehicle to yield prior to entering the street.
Never...
 Assume drivers see you. Wait for them to stop and make eye contact before
crossing a street.
 Walk after dark and in bad weather without bright and reflective clothing.
 Walk distracted, including talking or texting on your phone or listening to headphones.

Bike Safe

Always...
Obey all traffic signs and signals.









Ride with traffic, not against it.
Watch for turning vehicles at intersections and driveways.
Use your hands to signal when you plan to turn, slow down, or stop.
Wear a properly fitted helmet.
Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians on sidewalks or crosswalks.

Give an audible warning before you pass people on a sidewalk or bicyclists on
the road or path.
Never…




Ride after dark without a white headlight, a red rear light, and bright and reflective clothing.
Ride distracted, including talking or texting on your phone or listening to headphones.

Drive Safe
Always...
Watch for people who are walking and biking.


 Yield to people walking and biking when turning.
 Stop or yield to people within all crosswalks. Crosswalks exist wherever sidewalks cross roads, even if no lines are painted in the road.
 Share the road with bicyclists. They are legally allowed to ride on all roads, even
when there is a bike lane or side path present.
 Leave 5 feet when passing bicyclists.
 Obey the posted speed limit.
Never...
 Block or park in crosswalks and bike lanes.
 Pass a vehicle that is stopped for pedestrians.
 Drive distracted, including talking or texting on your phone.
 Drive after consuming alcohol or drugs.

YOU ASKED A QUESTION
The MCRC often receives questions about a particular service or concern about the roadway. The Road
Commission will try to address those concerns and questions. If you have a question you would like
published in the bi-monthly newsletter, please forward it to Alyssa at mcrc@mcrc-mi.org or 734-2405102.

What is a chip seal road and what is the purpose?
As part of the normal road maintenance program, the Monroe County Road Commission (MCRC) performs a
process called “chip sealing” as a method designed to protect, prolong and preserve roads in good condition. The MCRC
employs two chip seal strategies: single chip seal and double chip seal.
Asphalt roads are like the new paint on your house. The moment the application process ends the deterioration
process begins. Much like paint, asphalt is subject to oxidation, sunlight, rain, freeze and thaw cycles. Pavement is also
subject to a wide array of different traffic loads, use of equipment for snow removal and additional stresses by normal
ground movement.
Chip seals can be used on new pavements to increase traction or to prolong the life of a pavement that is structurally sound, but is beginning to age and may have some surface distress.
Chip seal involves spraying an asphalt emulsion (or binder) on the pavement, then a layer of uniformly sized
crushed gravel is applied. The crushed gravel must be spread on the emulsion/binder immediately after it is applied to
ensure proper seating of the aggregate. Coordination within the construction crew is essential during this process.
Another important part of the process is the rolling procedure. This seats the crushed gravel in the emulsion/
binder and enhances good bonding. The crushed gravel is rolled immediately after spreading with a pneumatic tire roller.
Even with the high pressure rolling, some crushed gravel will not become embedded in
the asphalt.
The new chip seal surface can require several days to cure properly. Hot,
dry weather helps speed up this process in which all the remaining water in the
emulsion/binder evaporates and the asphalt hardens. Traffic can pass over this surface
at reduced speeds during the curing process. After curing, the loose gravel is swept off
the surface. This may take several sweepings.
As with any road/highway capital preventive maintenance project, motorist
MUST exercise caution. Reduced speeds ensure your safety and minimize the chance
of damaging your vehicle. During the chip seal process, from the moment the gravel is
placed on the road to when the excess is swept away, the speed limit is a maximum 25
mph which should reduce the chance of vehicles damaged by flying debris.
Traffic moving at higher speeds create dust, limit visibility and cause an inconvenience to local residents. Increased speeds can also cause gravel to break loose from a
fresh chip seal creating the risk of flying rock. Flying rocks from your tires may crack or
break a windshield, injure pedestrians, bicycle riders or motorcyclists.

Contacting MCRC

MONROE COUNTY
ROAD COMMISSION

If you need information about a road
project or want to report a pothole, traffic
signal problem or other road concern,
please call the MCRC at 734-240-5102,
email us at mcrc@mcrc-mi.org
or visit us on the web at:
www.mcrc-mi.org

840 S. Telegraph Road
Monroe, Michigan 48161

734-240-5102 ■ 734-240-5101 (Fax)
Website: www.mcrc-mi.org

Lobby hours - Monday through Thursday
6:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Effective 5/22/2017
MISSION STATEMENT:

Board of Road Commissioners:
Paul Iacoangeli, Chairman
Dan Minton, Vice Chairman
Stephen J. Pace, Member
Charles Londo, Member
Greg W. Stewart, Member

The Monroe County Road Commission vows to provide
quality, courteous and dependable professional services
through innovative, cost-effective
ways to maintain our road system
through transparency, trust and
collaboration between citizens,
business and government.

